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          501 Baybrook Ct. 
           P.O. Box 70002 
          Boise, Idaho 83707-0102 
          (208) 424-2600 
          Fax (208) 424-2626 
          fdn@jkaf.org 
 
                     
Wednesday, January 11, 2012  
 
Director Rakesh Mohan  
Office of Performance Evaluation  
P.O. Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0055 
 
Dear Mr. Mohan,  

Thank you for allowing us to comment on the Reducing Barriers to Postsecondary Education Report. As you 
know, the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation’s vision is to develop a world-class education system that prepares 
Idahoans for the 21st century and beyond.  To achieve this vision requires us to focus our efforts in areas we believe 
have the highest amount of leverage with results that are measurable.  

We selected postsecondary degree and credential attainment because of the potential to leverage this issue 
and because we felt comfortable with the existing or proposed systems that collect data to measure progress.  Once 
we embarked on this initiative we quickly found the existing systems to measure progress, ISEE, SLDS, National 
Student Clearinghouse, Census Bureaus’ American Community Survey, IPEDS and others were not sufficient to the 
task.  As this report repeatedly points out the need to establish a baseline and common indicators from which to 
measure efforts is critical and foundational. We couldn’t agree more.  

There were many recommendations in this report we support and promote due to the research.   
- When state funds are limited then reallocate toward need- rather than merit-based scholarships and track 

those recipients to completion of their credential.   
- All higher education institutions (public and private) should report on common performance measures and 

benchmarks.  
- Ensure better transferability (portable/stackable credits) between all institutions (public and private) for the 

benefit of students. 
- Support a coordinator and/or coordinating network and task them with the responsibility to resource and 

equip key stakeholders, specifically counselors, parents and students so the information needed to help 
students prepare for and complete a credential is readily available.  

We also wanted to comment specifically on Chapter 5 of the report because it paints a picture of what this great 
state will probably look like in 5-10 years. We have a serious concern about the current trajectory of projected job 
growth in Idaho. Every chance we get we advocate for an increase in efforts to align systems (business, education, 
government) from cradle to career, that result in a more efficient and effective education pipeline that best serves 
student needs and provides us with a skilled workforce. Without the correct use of data, accountability, leadership, 
and alignment, we are concerned that Idaho will not be able to continue to provide the quality of life we are so very 
fortunate to have. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jamie MacMillan 
Executive Director  
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Office of Performance Evaluations Reports, 2008–Present 
 
Publication numbers ending with “F” are follow‐up reports of previous evaluations. Publication numbers ending with three 
letters are federal mandate reviews—the letters indicate the legislative committee that requested the report. 

Reports are available from the OPE website at www.idaho.gov/ope/  
Office of Performance Evaluations    PO Box 83720    Boise, ID 83720‐0055  

Phone:  (208) 332‐1470    Fax:  (208) 332‐1471 

Pub. #  Report Title  Date Released 

08‐01  Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety Communications  March 2008 

08‐02F  State Substance Abuse Treatment Efforts  March 2008 

08‐03F  Virtual School Operations  March 2008 

09‐01  Public Education Funding in Idaho  January 2009 

09‐02F  Higher Education Residency Requirements  January 2009 

09‐03  Idaho Transportation Department Performance Audit  January 2009 

09‐04  Feasibility of School District Services Consolidation  February 2009 

09‐05F  School District Administration and Oversight  February 2009 

09‐06F  Use of Average Daily Attendance in Public Education Funding  February 2009 

09‐07F  Child Welfare Caseload Management  February 2009 

09‐08F  Public Education Technology Initiatives  February 2009 

09‐09F  Management in the Department of Health and Welfare  March 2009 

09‐10F  Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety Communications  April 2009 

10‐01  Operational Efficiencies in Idaho’s Prison System  January 2010 

10‐02  Increasing Efficiencies in Idaho's Parole Process  February 2010 

10‐03F  Use of Average Daily Attendance in Public Education  March 2010 

10‐04  Governance of EMS Agencies in Idaho  November 2010 

10‐05F  Governance of Information Technology and Public Safety Communications  November 2010 

11‐01  Distribution and Sale of Liquor in Idaho  January 2011 

11‐02  Coordination and Delivery of Senior Services in Idaho  February 2011 

11‐03F  Increasing Efficiencies in Idaho’s Parole Process  February 2011 

11‐04F  Idaho Transportation Department Performance Audit  March 2011 

11‐05  Delays in Medicaid Claims Processing  March 2011 

11‐06  Higher Education Funding Equity  November 2011 

11‐07  End‐Stage Renal Disease Program  November 2011 

11‐08F  Distribution and Sale of Liquor in Idaho  November 2011 

12‐01  Reducing Barriers to Postsecondary Education  January 2012 




